Synthesis and characterization of GeCl{PhC(N i Pr) 2 }
PhLi (10.8 mL, 19.4 mmol, 1.8 M in dibutyl ether) was added to a solution of N,N'-bis(isopropyl)carbodiimide (3.0 mL, 19.4 mmol) in diethyl ether (100 mL) at -78º C. The solution was allowed to warm up to room temperature and then stirred for 4 h. The resulting pale yellow solution was cooled down again to -78º C and then added dropwise to a stirred suspension of GeCl 2 ·dioxane (4.49 g, 19.4 mmol) in diethyl ether (20 mL) at -78º C. The reaction mixture was allowed to warm up to room temperature and then stirred for 3 days. The precipitated LiCl was filtered off, the solvent was removed, and the resulting residue was extracted into hexane (2 x 30 mL). Solvent removal allowed the isolation of GeCl{PhC(N i Pr) 2 
X-Ray diffraction data
Crystals of 2 and 3 were analyzed by X-ray diffraction. A selection of crystal, measurement and refinement data is given in Table S1 . Diffraction data were collected on an Oxford Diffraction Xcalibur Onyx Nova single crystal diffractometer. An empirical absorption correction was applied using the SCALE3 ABSPACK algorithm as implemented in CrysAlisPro RED. 2 The structures were solved using the program SIR-97. 3 Isotropic and full matrix anisotropic least square refinements were carried out using SHELXL-97. 4 All non-H atoms were refined anisotropically, except some atoms on the carbonyl ligands of 3, which were kept isotropic due to their tendency to give nonpositive definite ellipsoids. The hydrogen atoms were set in calculated positions and refined riding on their parent atoms. In the crystal of 3, the Ru(CO) 4 and HMDS fragments were disordered over two positions (in a 58:42 and 61:39 ratios, respectively) and the methyl groups of the iso-propyl moieties were disordered over two positions (in a 67:33 (N1-iPr) and 60:40 (N2-iPr) ratios). The molecular plots (Figures 2 and 3 of the manuscript) were made with the X-SEED program package. 5 The WINGX program system 6 was used throughout the structure determinations. Crystallographic data (excluding structure factors) for the compounds reported in this paper have been deposited with the 
